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Scouts of America, Troop 45, and earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

John has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years John has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, John
has earned the God and Country award and
represented the United States at Peak 2010,
an international Scout Jamboree in Darby
County, England. John has also contributed to
his community through his Eagle Scout
project. John built an outdoor patio for the
Juda House, a long-term homeless shelter in
St. Joseph, Missouri. John also designed a
playground and ornamental flower garden for
the Juda House.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending John Trout for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 75th anniversary of the
Mississippi Valley Flood Control Association.
This Association was instrumental in reforming
the flood and navigation system along the Mis-
sissippi River after the 1927 flood, which was
one of the greatest peace-time disasters our
nation has seen. This disaster wrecked the
levee system and devastated over 12 million
acres and drove 600,000 people from their
homes. Losses were estimated at $400 mil-
lion.

A shining star in this disaster was the quick
work of this Association by organizing a con-
gressional tour at the height of the flood by
special train and boats. This effort paved the
way for legislation developing the Mississippi
River and Tributaries Project to build a levee
system to tame the Mississippi River’s forces.
Today, this levee system still protects hun-
dreds of thousands of families from flooding
and facilitates transportation in our inland
water ways system.

The Association still lives on under the great
leadership of Mr. George Grugett. Mr.
Grugett’s career is an example for all of us to
follow. He has served as the Executive Vice
President of the Mississippi Valley Flood Con-
trol Association since 1980. During his service
to this Association, he has successfully
brought together Members of Congress, senior
officials within the Army Corps of Engineers,
and levee boards along the Mississippi River
in order to promote and develop the flood and
navigation system that is so important to our
economy.

| can confidently say that with Mr. Grugett's
leadership we have made numerous strides in
the areas of flood control and water naviga-
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tion. | ask the entire House to join with me to
commend Mr. Grugett for his leadership and
dedication to this Association as it marks its
75th anniversary.
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Pat Loe, on the occasion of her retire-
ment from the San Benito County Board of
Supervisors. It has been a pleasure working
with Pat on various projects and she will be
missed by many.

Pat is a lifelong resident of San Benito
County. Prior to her service on the San Benito
County Board of Supervisors, she worked for
Tiffany Motor Company for 34 years.

Pat first began her career in politics when
she was appointed to the San Benito County
Planning Commission where she served for 10
years. Her leadership on the Commission pre-
pared her to run for a seat on the Hollister
City Council. Pat served on the council for four
years and made some momentous advance-
ments for women. She became the first
woman to break the glass ceiling and serve as
Mayor for the City of Hollister allowing many
other councilwomen to follow suit.

On March 5, 2002, Pat was elected to the
San Benito County Board of Supervisors, Dis-
trict 3. The County district seat is unique,
wholly within an urban area, geographically in
central Hollister, defined by its established
homes, and its population is dominated by
longtime Hollister residents. Pat was reelected
on June 6, 2006 to serve a second term of
four years. She was Chair of the San Benito
County Supervisors in 2006 and also served
as Vice-Chair in 2010.

Pat served on various committees including
the Council of Governments, Local Agency
Formation Commission, Veterans Park Com-
mission, Children and Families First Commis-
sion, Community Action Board, Intergovern-
mental Committee, Juvenile Justice Commis-
sion, Local Task Force, Behavioral Health
Board, Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution
Control, Association of Monterey Bay Area
Governments, City Revolving Loan Fund Com-
mittee, Gang Prevention Task Force, and Na-
tional Association of Counties. She also
served on various sub-committees: Commu-
nity Development Block Grants, Ethics, Library
Vision Committee, Governance, Redevelop-
ment, Agency Revolving Loan Fund Board,
and New Courthouse Project. She also served
on other community organizations such as the
Homeless Task Force, Emmaus House and
Relay for Life.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the House of
Representatives, | would like to extend our
Nation’s deepest gratitude to Pat Loe for all of
her years of service. | wish her well and hope
she enjoys the time with her family and
friends. This is not a goodbye for | know that
Pat will continue to serve the County of San
Benito on other capacities. Pat clearly loves
the County of San Benito, and she’s changed
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it, for the better—with her unique brand of
gentle persistence.

—————
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Mr. PETERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
and ask my colleagues to join me as | salute
Richard L. Hughes upon his retirement from
the 67th District Court in Burton, Michigan,
after 15 years of proud and principled service.

Judge Hughes was first appointed to the
bench in 1994. He ran successfully for the bal-
ance of the judicial term in 1996, and was
twice re-elected to the position in 1998 and
2004. But his tenure on the bench was merely
a capstone to his many years of formal public
service. Dick’s story is truly the archetype of
“local boy makes good.” Not many years after
graduating from the Detroit College of Law in
1968 and practicing law in Detroit for a time,
Dick and his wife Suzanne moved their young
family to their long-time homestead in Otisville,
just miles from where he was raised.

Dick practiced law in the community for 26
years before his appointment. During that time
and continuing today, Dick was active in his
church and as a Rotarian in the Davison and
Burton clubs.

In formal service to the community, Dick
truly carried on a long family tradition of hold-
ing public office. He was urged by community
members to serve on the Lakeville School
Board when the district was in the midst of
challenging financial times. He served nearly a
decade, and 6 years as president. True to his
nature and sense of practicality, Dick success-
fully reduced the board member's compensa-
tion to just $1 a year during the lean years.

When Dick was appointed to the 67th Dis-
trict Court bench in 1994, he was presented
the gavel of our great-great grandfather Julian
Peters who was Justice of the Peace for 24
years in Rochester, Michigan. We are all
grateful that Dick has carried on our family’s
tradition of proud public service in the judicial
branch of government.

| know that Dick’s thoughtful expertise on
the bench will be missed. The Burton commu-
nity is fortunate, however, that Dick’s son-in-
law Mark Latchana will carry on Dick’s tradi-
tion of proud and principled service after
Mark’s successful election to the seat this past
November.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join my salute to my cousin, Dick Hughes, for
his commitment to excellence on the bench,
his dedication to community and family, and
his tireless service to the public. | wish Dick,
his wife Suzanne, their children Beth and Mi-
chael and their families the very best enjoy-
ment of Dick’s formal retirement. | have no
doubt that although he is shedding the black
robe, his service to the community will con-
tinue in earnest for many years to come.
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